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Statement on the impending execution of Nagaenthran Dharmalingam in Singapore 
 
The impending execution on 10th of November in Singapore of Mr Nagaenthran Dharmalingam, 
should it be carried out, is in flagrant breach of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), a convention Singapore is signatory to. Nagaenthran, a 
Malaysian citizen, was convicted in 2011 of illegally importing 42.72g of diamorphine and 
sentenced to death under Singapore’s Misuse of Drug Acts. Nagaenthran was diagnosed and 
certified by a qualified Singapore psychiatrist as having an IQ of 69, whereby the psychiatrist 
submitted in court that Nagaenthran suffered from “an abnormality of mind at the time of his 
arrest, namely: Severe Alcohol Use Disorder, Severe Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD), Combined Type and Borderline Intellectual Functioning/Mind Intellectual Disability.” 
  
The death penalty is a cruel, inhuman, and unusual punishment, a relic of the earliest days of 
penology, when slavery, branding, and other corporal punishments were commonplace. Like 
those barbaric practices, executions have no place in a civilized society.  Mens Rea refers to the 
state of mind statutorily required in order to convict a particular defendant of a particular crime. 
For example, the USA Model Penal Code explicitly defines four mental states (called 
“culpability”) to be used in criminal codes (purposely, knowingly, recklessly, and negligently). 
Nagaenthran is diagnosed by a qualified Singaporean psychiatrist as having mental health issues 
that give rise to poor impulse control, attention issues, long term planning, awareness of 
situations and surroundings, cause and effect, and various higher order prefrontal cortex 
cognitive decisions. As a result, he does not meet the threshold for culpability. 
  
The stigma and discrimination associated with mental and psychosocial disabilities often 
marginalize people. As a result, this effects the likelihood of gainful employment, livelihood, and 
the ability to exercise basic civil, political, social, economic, and cultural rights. Mental illness, 
specifically when untreated, often creates fear with a resultant social ostracization. This increases 
the probability of different types of abuse and even torture, exploitation, and humiliation that 
designate the person as "less than human". Research demonstrates that such violations are 
triggers for worsening mental health and causing further deterioration to a person’s symptoms 
and functioning. In a negative spiral, this contributes to poverty, susceptibility to manipulation, 
and social disadvantage. 
  
People with mental disabilities have specific rights, and those rights are violated because of a lack 
of access and unavailability to and of appropriate care, including psychosocial interventions, 
rehabilitation, and essential medicines. In WHO (2005) research,  low and middle income 
countries have sparse residential care facilities, the average number of mental health inpatient 
beds was 1.9 per 100,000 population in contrast to high income countries with 52.6 beds per 



100,000. As psychologists, we note the troubling trend in the incarceration of people with mental 
disorders because of a lack of mental health provisions including diagnosis and /or treatment. 
The disorders and mental health conditions of these people (prisoners) continue to go 
unnoticed, undiagnosed, and untreated (WHO, 2005).  The WHO and Red Cross have 
formulated steps that all countries can take to divert people with mental disorders towards 
mental health systems and "the adoption of mental health legislation that protect human rights." 
  
Psychologists and allied health professionals have an ethics codes to promote and uphold 
amongst other things wellbeing, the thriving of societies, non-maleficence and acting in the best 
interest of patients and the public. The death penalty, especially of a person with a disability, is in 
direct contradiction of human rights. In order to not violate International Law, we call on 
Singapore to immediately halt the imminent execution and for the commutation of the sentence 
against Nagaenthran Dharmalingam.  

  
  
Dr Anjhula M. Bais, 
Divisions of Social Justice Representative  

 
This statement does not represent APA or individual divisions but is DSJ's statement. 
DSJ (Divisions for Social Justice) is made up of representatives from 22 divisions. 
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